
0.1

A

ED 117 657

AUTHOR
TITLEr
PUB DATE
'SLOT E

DOCUMENT RESUME

e

Koltai, LeslieReaibakenAas_--
75

_

CS 002 370

a 11

-Col3- ese-Sistriet-anglish-Coaferencey-0-st,28, 197-54,

EDRS PRICE
DESCRIPTORS

ABSTRACT

MF-$0:83 HC-$1.67 Plus Postage
Community Colleges; omposition (Literary); *English
Instruction; Highs ducation; *Imagination; L page
Arts; *Language Sk lls; *Reading; Relevance
(Education); Stud nt Motivation; *Writing

The inability of college students to read accurately
o4 to write coherently is a problem. The solution lies in the
classroom and with the instructors who'must approach the challenge of
reading an writing instruction 'with encouragement and excitement,
emembering that the trae objective is the. development of students'
imagination. Students must be motivated to learn and must understand
the practical necessity of masterin the subjects of reading and
writing. The educational. rocess mu be made effective in relation
to each individual student (JM)

********************
Documents i

* materials not available from other sourc
* to obtain the best copy available. Never
* reproducibility are often encountered an
* of the microfiche and hardcopy reproduct
* via the ERIC Document Reproduction Servic
* responsible for the quility of the origin
* supplied by EDRS are the best that can be
*******************************************

*********************************************
guired by ERIC include many informal unpublished

s. ERIC makes every effort *
heless, items of marginal *
this affects the, quality 1!

ons'RIC makes available *

(EDRS). EDRS is not
1 document. Reproductions *
made from the. original.
***************************



LC%

4

S DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
EDUCATION & WELFARE
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

EDUCATION
4.)

THIS DOCUMENT HAS SEEN REPRO
DUGEO EXACTLY AS RECE,vE0 FROM
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN
ATING IT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS
,,Avtu 'EN HQ fitt.tietLe Kr,
SENT OFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

C:::1
EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY

'PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS COPY..

RiGHTED MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY

Leslie Koltai

TC EPC AND ORGANZAT,ONS OPERATING
DE THE NATIONAL a*REAWAKENING THE IMAGINATION v

,N
auTE

R AGREEMENTS

E DLY--A TiON FURTHER REPRO
OLO3T,04.4 OUTSIDE THE EPIC SYSTEM RE
OURES PERMISEON THE COPYR,GHT
OWNER

Dr. Leslie Koltai, Chancellor
Los Angeles community uoilege uistrict
English Conference, October 28, 197.5

U-1

P

ti)

U

It is with great enthusiasm that I help open this conference

on the T4'ach;ng of Reading and Writing. In order to approach the

- .

suoject, I think first we must talk a little bit about the overall

probler in the :niteeStates. As a matter of , the prbblem of

English instruction... the functional illitei-acy of many of our citizens

...is national in scope.

History will have ts-.01(Ade whether genius .or madness caused us

to gallop headlong into the age of mass higher education. WhIle the

pioneer trail is pursued swiftly by Canada, the USSR,' and Japan...

it is not unreasonable to ask why this extension of traditional elite

training is being indiscriminately undertaken.

Masses of Students have appeared, vast,finances have been

mobilized and intricate higher education structures have been provided,

but no one has stopped to ask abogt. the reaoff,for such efforts.

4

In practice, for the world as a whole. which is still 60 percent

illiterate, even one year's universal schooling is an extremely

ambitious objective. Even in most industrialized countries 'Daly 8 years

of. schooling can be counted as universal because their4Fenior 44,,

ilta,

secondary schools continue to be seiective...and elitist. 'V
_----,

,

Yes, in the United States we have created a system that

supposedly provides access_t_a-anSiOne desiring an educational oppor-

.

tunity. Unfortun i.i,-iuch access is useless without basic

commun.icatipn-skills. The human imagination must have as its tool

the s en and written word. With the ability to read and write, we
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make poss ea or sc
ability to manipulate language is the backbone or all human activity

as We know it-.

The social sciences cannot be studied without the'ability to

retrieve information from printed material. That constant instructions

givcnto each of our.students: "PUT IT IN YOUR OWN WORDS."...ft is an

instruction that commands understanding through language manipulation.

The student possesses knowledge by virtue of his or her ability to-
.

successfully restructure Language building blocks.
4

This nation's-profes'sions are kept up-tb-date throUgh a network

of periodicals, reports and personal communications. In.the medical

field alone, there are over two Million pages'of technical' literature

produced each year.

In human relations, we often find ourselves eng d in a

battle of words through an inability to clearly express gdals,

aspirations and personal intent. Our students are fighting such

battles...battles that will not cease until they can make themselves

clearly understood.

What is being said about our students?' Well, according to the

College Entrance Examination Board, 1975 high-schoo/l graduates

bound for college posted new lows in average scores on the Scholastic.

Aptitude Test (SAT). The average scores have been declining since

1962. They were 44 points lower on the verbal part of the testham

th(e averages scored by students in 1962. The College )3oar4 said

its study of'the SAT score deline shows that the ability of the test

to forecast tudents'' college grades has ha-Ickl up during the decline...

the test has t gotten harder.

3
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At the University of California at Berkeley, 46% of the

percentage must be much larNr in our own_community colleges. In

the academic world, some are suggesting that such students are not
t

our problem...that, such'student8 should have leirned he basics in

the elementary and secondary systems. I submit to you...they did

not learn the basics...they are now adults...and they are very much

our problem.

J. Mitchell Morse, the Temple University English professor

whose writings periodically take some sharp pokes at the world of

academe, said the following in the April 21, issue of the Chronicle

of Higher Education,

"I am getting graduate students of English who can't

read accurately or write coherently. The knowledge

of these shortcomings is sometimes kept from,us with

our own subconscious complicity; for the possession of

accurate inforMation carries with it a responsibility

either to act or to live with the painful knowledge

that we fail to act."

Ladies and gehtlemen,we...here in this.room...know that something'

has gone askew in public education. We know the magnitude of the

problem that, we confront. I would point out that all the

statistical analysis or projection will not'bring us any closer to

the solution. The solution lies in the classroom...and with your

ability to find new ways to teach these most basic necessities of

life in a literate sqciety.

4
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What -I am talking about is a re-awakenitv

_imaginations,__We must study_that which. has become routtne-,...lenat.

.

latiiciI-TiaSbeCOilehab-it....thatlibia-haTETcome mere repetition i--

---, ast years. When we approach the challenge of reading and writing,
......,,, .

.

it -shoiriza-C90_0115h...a.feelin4 .en4ouragement and excitement.
--,-:.ve .z :,

The lessons to be taught hold the Anise of a -w understanding

for our students...such lessons make'possible accomplishment of

all else.

Not long agoWe had a young guest at my home. He stayed with

my family while his parents were away for two weeks. During that

time tragedy struck...the television ceased to function. I began

to understand that this young-man had become extremely dependent on

the television a Companion. But, mare than that; he had not

learned to use that mental facility so essential to any kind of

4

creative work: TU IMAGINATION. He walked about the house aimlessly:

he was obviously very bored. I knew I had to do something quickly

...there is nothing more dangerous than a bored teenager.
0

I invited him into the study. I asked him if.he would do a

favor for me. L explained I needed a quotation out of Charles Dickens'

Oliver Twist. Being a fairly helpful young man, he plunged into

'tf

the job with dedication. Two hours -Iater, I came back and found him

still engrOSsed in the book. The next day he wanted to know, "if /'
.

this Dickens-guy had written any other books?"

Technicolor,quadraphon c sound and three dimensional pxojecAy

cqn never compete with t e individual imagination that has been

charged by a Dickens Hemingway, 'or a Fitzgerald. We may talk

about the functio 1 illiterate...or remedial programsb4t we mCst

Y
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never_i.o.se SIght. of our true obJedtive: tne aevelopment of the
,

student's 4magination...through the developmentvof language

Last week some of ,you -Visited me in my office., When I asked

you what your concerns were regarding the teaching of reading and

writing, you responded, "Teachers who are capable of teaching the

subject as well as the student." Cdlleges and universities used to

approa.ch their students with the philosophy that, "we offer a

program of study..take it or leave it." Today,othis is.not feasible.

If we are to pursue the goals of effective universal higher education...

then we must be ready to adapt our programs to fit the student.

Each individual will require attention as we begin to rethink our

current approaches.

Alan Hollingsworth; Chairman of the English department at

Michigan State Uhiversity, made the following warning: "English

will have to offer,reading and writing .s its work areas. If ngaish

cannbt.help in these,,areas, whatever else it can provide will soon

not be wanted." We must realize that what we are teaching must

relate to the student*in two very important ways:

First, the student must feel a motivation to learn. Of course,

this is basic to learning anything. The subject matter must touch

the.emotions of the student. This .is what I mean by re-awakening

the imagination. This is what my,young friend found in Charles Dickens.

Second, the student must.understand the practical necessity

of the subject. One problem in many personnel departments is the
k

large number of.job applicants that are unable to successfully fill

(-- out an application. Your students will havg 'to read and understand

6
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credit applications. They will be faced with making political

choiCes...choices that will hopefully be based on reading a variety

Of AlforMatIonal materials. This is the practical reality of our

language.'

Accomplishing4these two objectives s currently being.examined

by John,Van Allen, a professor of educatiOn at the University of

Arizona. He said, "The development of reading skills and the

development of listening, speaking, spelling, and w'Ating need not

be separated in the instructional program." I believe we can look

to curricula involving advertising, public relations, journalism,

4
business administration and others to provide a vehicle for English,- '

0

instruction.

You .will .notice that I have avoided calking about anparticular

group of students In our community colleges. I do not believe'we,

can be concerned with only those students who are having trouble

with the language tool. As we concern ourselves_ with remedial-

programs...so we should consider adding programs for all students:

We.must deal with the total- spectrum of student abilities.

As equality of opportunity was understood in'the 1950's and

1960's, both the college and societilwere given
,,relatively

limited
/

'roles: The role of the college was..,to be;available to those who

met its standards; that of society was to provid, the funds for new

colleges and for strident aid. Criteria for suc cess and failure were

based on the entry of, but not neessarily the eduoatiop off_ the

individual student/,

This minimal formulation of equality of opportunity, however,

turned out t6 be'asdiffitult in practic4 as it was simple in theory.
;
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The Massbf students were given a ch2ance to,compete, but within

c"

the .fkramework of goals ,and- rules adapted from institutions designed

to serve a much more limited group' of stUdents.

students was soon followed by attrition. 's

cuis f'Qx_nY

To close the gap between public Rhflosophy..and educational

performance, the national concern must.move beyond a focus'on access

...to a concern with the, effectiveness of, the educational,proqss

in relation to the individual.
,

I believe this conferenee is a beginning. I look to the

discussions, the debates...and yes, the disagreements as beiA7ig a-

means to. a. new creative tension. ,We.have committ d ourselves to

universal education. It still remains to make that commitment an, A

effective reality.

.aldoor
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